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Changing times

A
s the federation celebrates its centenary, I

cannot help but wonder what that small group

of  traders who met in a Sheffield cafe in 1899

would make of  it today.

They could never have imagined that their small

number would  blossom into an organisation boasting

some 26,000 members across the whole country. I am

sure they would be proud men if  they could see what

has been achieved.

In this publication we look back at some of  the

important steps in the history of  the federation.

But as well as looking back, we must look forward

too — to the challenges and opportunities of  a new

millennium, of  changing times in the retail world, of

increasing competition from supermarkets and out of

town shopping and to the chance to prove that the

market industry has a crucial role to play in the life

and economy of  modern Britain.

By working together and following the example set

by our predecessors I am sure that the federation will

continue to flourish through the coming years,

working for the good of  the industry and looking after

the rights of  the traders.

I hope you enjoy reading this special centenary

publication, and wish you luck for the future. 

October 1999

RUSSELL CRAWFORD
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This watercolour painting was specially commissioned by the National Market Traders’ Federation to commemorate its
Centenary.

Painted by Sheffield artist Winston Baines, the original hangs in the boardroom at Hampton House.

National Market Traders’ Federation
1899 - 1999

A Century of Service
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On the left is the Wentworth Cafe in Pinstone Street, Sheffield, 

IN 1899 a leaking market hall roof  and high
charges for the use of  station cloakrooms led a
small group of  Yorkshire businessmen to take
action.

A meeting was called (records do not show
exactly when) at the Wentworth Cafe in Pinstone
Street in the centre of  Sheffield.

Those attending were from market tenants
associations in Wakefield, Barnsley, Rotherham
and Sheffield, and all felt the need for a collective
voice to add weight to their calls for changes.

Success was achieved in gaining a reduction in
cloakroom charges but records do not show what
became of  the leaking roof !

Although Mr A Thorpe from Rotherham was the
leader of  the group, the first President elected
was Mr C. T. Nicholas from Sheffield who served
during 1900, to be followed the year after by Mr
Thorpe.

The first minuted meeting was held in 1900 and
the first action taken was to write to the railway
companies seeking a reduction in waiting room
charges.

By 1905 there were already 220 recorded
members and by 1910, such was the interest
expressed from areas outside Yorkshire, that more
members were recruited and the organisation
became officially the National Market Traders’
Federation.

Financial crisis was averted in 1907, when the
organisation was literally down to its last few
coppers, through the introduction of  honorary
memberships, which were eventually to become
associate memberships.

Aspirin first marketed and the paper clip invented.

The Boer War ends.

The Olympics are held in Paris.

The Automobile Association is founded. 

The first suffragettes go to prison.

The first Scout camp is held on Brownsea Island.

There are warnings about the dangers of smoking.

Edward VII dies. 

Dr Crippen arrested on board ship en route to Canada.

Contemporary events

1899 •

1900 •

1905 •

1907 •

1910 •

Where it all began —
over a 
cuppa
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The years of  the Great War 

Northampton during the war years. Note the soldiers in the foreground,
perhaps relaxing while on leave.

TECHNICAL innovations were arriving
thick and fast in the new century. In 1911
there were great discussions about the
suitability of  electric lighting versus gas.

But new developments brought new
problems and, as word spread among traders
about the federation and more people
became interested, war was declared and
other matters took precedence. The
federation was fighting for existence.

But work did not stop, despite meetings
having to be abandoned. At the 1916 annual
meeting, there was a resolution calling for
insurance for traders against damage to stock
because of  air raids.

The same year Sheffield set an example by
obtaining a promise from the markets
committee that everyone who had to give up
a stall because of  the war should have them
restored. 

Others followed this example.
No one knows how many men returned to

take up the offer.
1918 saw the introduction of  individual

memberships. Until then the only way of
being a member was by belonging to an
affiliated association.

That year, the first suggestion of  a monthly
magazine was made. 

This was turned down and instead, 2,000
leaflets were sent out at a printing cost of
£5.10s. There were insufficient funds to make
this quarterly — the federation could not
afford the necessary £22 a year.

The war made a huge difference to society,
and to market trading. It took some time for
things to settle down once the war was over,
but by 1920 the federation was expanding
again.

George V is crowned. 

Scott fails in his attempt to reach the South Pole.

War is declared.  

Suffragette action hits the headlines.

Intense fighting at Verdun and the Somme 

campaign begins. 

Lloyd George becomes Prime Minister.

The Czar abdicates in Russia. 

Bombs hit London.

Rationing is introduced. 

Baron von Richthofen is shot down. 

War ends.

Contemporary events

1911 •

1914 •

1916 •

1917 •

1918 •
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Whitehaven, Cumbria 1934

A SENSE of  relief  — however
short lived — followed the war.
Trade settled back into a pattern
and it was time for the federation
to move on.

In 1921 Market Trader became the
official publicity vehicle for the
federation. It was the beginning of
a long, sometimes troubled history.

A major victory was gained in
1923 when federation
representations managed to ensure
that market traders could carry up
to 60lbs of  luggage on the railways
free of  charge — an important step
in helping traders to make a living.

Official rules of  the federation
were published for the first time.

The President’s Chain of  Office,
still worn by the current President,
was presented to the federation in
1927 by Taylor Bamford who had
served as President for four years.

The conference of  1928 saw
standing orders introduced for the
first time and it was decided that
affiliated
associations should
become branches of
the federation.

Stall signs
indicating NMTF
membership were
introduced in 1933.

Publicity was high
on the agenda for
George Cooper of
Leicester, President
in 1938. Known as
“Publicity George”
he had the idea of
a national markets
publicity week — shades of  Great

British Market Week?

Rudolf Valentino is the new screen idol. 

Shorter skirts become fashionable.

Stanley Baldwin becomes Prime Minister. 

The Duke of York marries Lady Elizabeth Bowes

Lyon.

Malcolm Campbell sets the land speed record and

Henry Segrave breaks it. 

Lindbergh flies the Atlantic.

Olympics held in Amsterdam. 

Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin.

Hitler becomes German Chancellor.

Prohibition ends in America.

Mallard sets the speed record for locomotives.

The film Snow White is released.

An uneasy time of  peace

1921 •

1923 •

1927 •

1928 •

1933 •

1938 •

Contemporary events

George
Cooper
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1939-45 — a time of  war,  and
federation reorganisation

Loughborough, Leicestershire 1942.

IN 1939 the thoughts of  all again turned
to war. 

However, in the ranks of  the
federation there was a defeat — the
Forward Movement was turned down.
This would have meant subscriptions
would rise to cover sickness, death and
third party liability cover and legal
advice for members.

This defeat left the federation in
disarray and led indirectly to the
reorganisation of  1940.

Members were now members of  the
federation attached to a branch.
Sickness, accident benefit and a form of
third party insurance were finally
introduced. A head office was also
established and a General Secretary
appointed.

The 1941 conference was dominated by
the war. Motions debated included one
to the effect that traders serving in the
forces should be able to re-occupy their
stalls after the war.

In 1943 the Benevolent Fund was set
up to help members in need.

The 1945 conference was notable for
more than one reason.

The number of  members on the
National Executive Committee was
increased to 12 and the idea of
obtaining a parliamentary representative
was discussed.

Allegations that black marketeering
was rife in markets were debated. As
delegates left the conference room
following the heated session, the news
came through that Germany had
surrendered.

Germany invades Poland and Britain declares war.

Vivien Leigh wins an Oscar for Gone With The Wind. 

Troops are evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk.

London is hit by the Blitz. Germany invades Russia.

Bevin Boys are called up to work in the mines. 

Victory in North Africa.

Allies cross the Rhine. 

Germany surrenders. 

Labour wins a landslide election victory.

Contemporary events

1939 •

1940 •

1941 •

1943 •

1945 •
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despite post-war problems

Peterborough 1950.

WITH the war over, there was a new
feeling of  optimism in the
federation.

But times were still not easy. In
1947 a fire destroyed the then head
office in Sheffield’s Corn Exchange
and, after a two month stay in the
Plough Inn, a new head office was
found in premises at Spital Hill in
Sheffield.

Many items were still rationed —
not least petrol. But rationing was
phased out gradually which made
trading easier.

Although finances at last looked
healthier in 1952 and it was decided
to affiliate with the National
Chamber of  Trade, there were still
problems and collections were made
at conference. £5,000 was gathered
together at the 1953
meeting.
The sticky
subject of
mock
auctions was
first brought
to light in
1954.

1956 saw the
retirement of
Edgar Hunt,
General Secretary for 40 years. He
became Parliamentary Secretary.

Celebrations were held in
Scarborough in 1959 for the
Diamond Jubilee of  the Federation.

A permit needed in the
post-war years of petrol
rationing

Coal mines are nationalised. 

Britain suffers a severe winter.

George VI dies. 

The Olympics are held in Helsinki.

Tea rationing ends.

Crisis in Suez. 

British Rail abolishes third class travel.

The Mini saloon on the market for the first time. 

The first section of the M1 is opened.

Contemporary events

1947 •

1952 •

1956 •

1959 •
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The swinging sixties

Great Yarmouth 1966. Centre foreground are the chip vans which are still a feature of the market.

THE 1960s saw an upturn in the financial fortunes of

the federation — and debates about traders’ rights.

Conference in 1961 discussed the thorny issues of  letting

of  vacant stalls to casuals with the same lines as

regulars and the lack of  protection for traders against

large rent increases.

In 1962 this went further as a resolution was passed

calling on the Government to introduce rent control for

recognised markets.

By 1963 money received through subscriptions created

a new record.

The go-ahead was given in 1964 for subscriptions to be

paid a year in advance, but problems again struck in

1966 when subscriptions were increased to £3 and

membership fell as a result.

John F Kennedy elected President of the United

States. 

Yuri Gagarin becomes the first man in space.

The new Coventry Cathedral finished. 

Marilyn Monroe dies.

Harold Wilson becomes Labour leader. 

The Profumo scandal shakes the Government.

Beatlemania hits the USA. 

Great Train Robbers are sentenced.

Road side breath testing introduced. 

Moors Murderers jailed.

swinging

1961 •

1962 •

1963 •

1964 •

1966 •

Contemporary events

At some time “fines” were imposed
for not displaying the federation
sign — date uncertain but obviously
pre-decimal, probably in the sixties.
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NMTF elects first woman
President
SUBSCRIPTIONS rose again in 1970, this time to £5, and
another financial crisis was overcome. 

Communication — or lack of  it — was the subject of
debate at the  1970 conference. A solution was found in a
plan for a twice yearly newsletter to keep members
informed of  National Executive decisions.

Steps were taken in 1973 to secure the abolition of
Sunday markets. By this time, membership had reached
2,874 and the federation was on the look-out for new
premises.

In 1975 a campaign was launched calling for the
reinstatement of  some statutory control over market rents.

History was made in 1976 when the first woman
President was elected. Tragically, Flo Gaunt was killed in a
car accident just two months after her installation.

More modern premises were found in 1977 and head
office moved to Chapeltown near Sheffield.

The Unfair Contract Terms Act of  1977 meant that many
local authorities insisted on traders having third party
public liability insurance. This was one reason why
membership began to expand.

In 1978 Conference moved to Blackpool where it has been
held ever since. Membership now stood at 4,000.

By 1979 membership had almost doubled.

The Beatles split up. 

National dock workers strike.

The Vietnam war ends. 

Princess Anne marries. 

The three-day week introduced.

Cambodia falls to Communist forces.  

The first North Sea Oil pumped ashore.

Concorde makes its maiden flight. 

Britain suffers a summer drought.

Red Rum wins the Grand National for the third time. 

Freddie Laker launches cheap flights.

The Winter of Discontent.  

The Amoco Cadiz spills its load of oil off the Brittany

coast.

Margaret Thatcher becomes Prime Minister. 

Lord Mountbatten murdered in Ireland.

1970 •

1973 •

1975 •

1976 •

1977 •

1978 •

1979 •

1971 annual conference, Buxton, Derbyshire
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The federation becomes a
property owner

MEMBERSHIP  continued to increase
through the 1980s.

The first Pitcher of  the Year Competition was
held in Birmingham in 1980 and was won by
John Carter.

Also in 1980, the first Assistant General
Secretary was appointed.

In 1983 the federation had two
representatives in parliament and began to
make more moves on that front.

In 1985 conference agreed that the federation
should back all traders seeking right of
assignment.

It was a red letter year for the federation.
Head office moved from the rented
accommodation in Chapeltown to its own
specially purchased office block in Hoyland. 

In honour of  the late Past President
Hampton Flint, the person who had pushed
for the federation to buy its own premises, the
building was called Hampton House.

A few weeks after the opening in 1986,
conference approved a subscription increase
to £16.

From 1986 the federation began its first
forays into Europe. 

This culminated in the federation joining
the Union Européenne du Commerce
Ambulant (UECA) — the European umbrella
organisation for market trading associations.

Siege at the Iranian Embassy in London. 

In the TV programme Dallas the question was Who

shot JR?

The £1 coin is brought into circulation. 

American troops land in Grenada.

A hurricane hits the southern counties of England.

The Chernobyl nuclear plant explodes in Eastern

Europe.

1980 •

1983 •

1986 •

Contemporary events

Hampton House in Hoyland, Barnsley, South Yorkshire
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THE last decade of  the century saw the federation fight
and beat the Conservative government over its plan to
get rid of  ancient market franchise rights.

The campaign, which included a demonstration
outside the Houses of  Parliament, won the support of
many grass roots members. They wrote to their MPs to
protest about the plan to remove the rights of  a charter
market operator to object to the setting up of  a rival
market within six and two-thirds miles.

Clauses to be introduced to the new Deregulation and
Contracting Out Bill were withdrawn in the House of
Commons after a backbench revolt led by former
Conservative MP Sir Michael Neubert, then one of  our
parliamentary advisers.

The federation was clear in its assertion that removal of
the rights would have led to a free for all which would have
been to the detriment of  trader, operator and customer
alike.

Winning the Westminster 
battle, making closer contact

IN THE nineties the federation became increasingly
conscious of  the need to have more contact with its
members, who were spread throughout the UK.

Past President Eric Tweed became our first Mobile
Officer. Travelling from his Warwickshire base, Eric

drove countless thousands of  miles to talk
to members on markets, ask about

their problems, and help them
with any disputes they

might be having with
their operator.

The success of
this operation was
reflected in the

fact that, in 1994, Eric
became the new Branch

Support Officer. The federation
now has two Mobile Officers, one based in the north and
the other in the south, so that contact with the members
and their working environment is that much stronger.

REGULAR communication with its members is essential for an organisation like the
NMTF as it expands its services.

In the mid-nineties the decision was taken to appoint a Publicity Officer.
Early in 1995 the first of  a bi-monthly A3 publication Federa t ion News was sent free

to members. Since then it has proved an invaluable way of  letting members know what
is happening, what is going on at fellow branches, and giving them important
information on new legislation.

The publicity department is now responsible for all aspects of  the federation’s
literature, which is designed in-house using the latest computer technology.
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This board, always on display at head office, 
carries the names of all the Presidents of the federation

Tribute to the federation’s Presidents
The National Market Traders’ Federation would

not be where it is today without the dedication

and hard work over the years of  members of  its

National Executive Committee — in particular

that of  its 52 Presidents.

Here we feature three: Hampton Flint, who died

in August of  centenary year; Russell Crawford,

current President who is one of  the few to have

been elected for a second full term of  office; and

Alf  Pether, the federation’s earliest surviving Past

President.

Russell Crawford

R
ussell Crawford earned
himself  a place in the history
of  the federation when he

became one of  the few Presidents to
be elected for a second full term.

Russell started working on the
market because of  problems with his
hands caused while working in the
building trade and boxing. He and
his wife Margaret set up on Rugby
market selling household goods, but
soon moved over to pans and other
kitchen items. By 1968 they were
regulars at Oxford market where they
still stand every week.

He became a member of  the
federation in about 1970 and was
‘recruited’ as a life member by the
late Hampton Flint at Tenby Fair. As
well as being a member, and
chairman, of  the Oxford branch
Russell is a member of  the Fairs
branch and serves as its secretary.

In the early 1990s  he was elected to
the National Executive Committee,

and after just one year on the
committee he became Senior Vice-
President. 

Russell and Margaret have worked
at a lot of  the big fairs over the years
and have visited many  markets. 

“Looking back, there are many
things which we can be very proud
of. 

“In recent years we have seen
success in fighting the deregulation
of  markets bill, the introduction of
Great British Market Week and the
appointment of  the first mobile
officer.

“I like to think of  myself  as an
ideas man — anything which can
help the industry has to be welcomed.
Publicity is the key to everything and
we need to get that message across
any way we can. If  we do not
publicise ourselves then we cannot
hope to prosper,” he said.

An
ideas
man
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This board, always on display at head office, 
carries the names of all the Presidents of the federation

Tribute to the federation’s Presidents
The National Market Traders’ Federation would

not be where it is today without the dedication

and hard work over the years of  members of  its

National Executive Committee — in particular

that of  its 52 Presidents.

Here we feature three: Hampton Flint, who died

in August of  centenary year; Russell Crawford,

current President who is one of  the few to have

been elected for a second full term of  office; and

Alf  Pether, the federation’s earliest surviving Past

President.
This is the earliest picture we
have of an NMTF President —
John Miller Mackie from
Nottingham, who served from
1921 to 1924.
He was born in 1869 in New
Zealand and emigrated to
England around the turn of
the century. He died in 1931
in Nottingham, aged 62.

Hampton FlintA
career in market trading which
started with a barrow selling
goods to supporters outside

Mansfield football ground gave
Hampton Flint invaluable experience in
his work for the good of  market traders.

Hampton, who died in August of
centenary year  aged 72, raised the
money for his barrow by modelling for
students at the art college after national
service. He walked miles around
Mansfield selling outside the hospital
and cinema as well as the football
ground as there was no room in the
market.

He then became a fruit and veg trader
in the market and soon realised that
market traders needed help to make
sure they got a fair deal. He joined  the
federation in the late 1940s and was a
tireless worker for his fellow traders
over the years.

He was elected to the National
Executive Committee and served as the
federation President from 1973 to 1975. 

He helped set up the federation’s first

insurance scheme and was also a
prime mover in the starting up of
the building fund which enabled
the organisation to buy its own
premises in Barnsley. The
building was named after him
and the federation’s new head
office bears his name.

He was always a strong believer
in the value of  the Benevolent
Fund, set up to help traders
suffering hardship, and served as
chairman of  the committee.

He was a keen postcard and
stamp collector — his collection
of  postcards show markets all
over the country, some from the
turn of  the century.

A
prime
mover
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P
ast President Alf  Pether holds a unique
place in the history of  the federation.
He is the earliest surviving President to

be joining the centenary celebrations. 
Alf, who celebrated his 90th birthday in 1999,

joined the federation in Nottingham in 1952.
He had been working as a door-to-door
salesman for a drapery firm before deciding to

set up for himself  on the
market.

Just two years later he
attended his first conference
and was surprised to find
himself  elected to the
National Executive
Committee.

“This was largely due to
the fact that my proposer
was Margaret Rushton, a
long standing and much
respected member of  the
Executive who wished to
retire,” he said.

Alf  was “recruited” to the
federation by Lew Lewis
from Grimsby who served as
President himself  from

1968-71.
“George Bailey was on the Executive too

and as we lived near each other we used to
travel to meetings together. I learned an awful
lot from him about the federation during those
journeys,” he said.

Alf  traded at several local markets and at
one time was on both branch committees at
Nottingham and Derby.

“The attraction of  joining the federation in
those days was that we could form a united
front to tackle issues. At first, the man in
charge of  the markets in Nottingham was the
Clerk of  Markets and stood only second in
importance to the town clerk himself. He was
not the sort of  man who was easy to deal with
but by approaching him as members of  the

federation we often made our voice heard,” Alf
said.

It was not until the 1960s that the federation
began to offer insurance cover as part of
membership.

“Before that we had been through some dire
financial times when money was in very short
supply. I served as treasurer in the 1960s when
we had to decide to put the subscriptions up.
Although people said we would lose
membership, that didn’t really happen and
once the insurances were introduced,
numbers started to rise swiftly,” he said.

Alf  has many memories of  the people and
history of  the federation. He was with Edgar
Hunt at a meeting in Stafford when the
former General Secretary collapsed and died.

“The Chairman for many years at
Nottingham was Harry Handley and I used to
attend conference with the late Des Kennedy.
There were others such as Rube Sunshine and
Bert Perkins (a former President) who gave a
lot of  time and effort to the federation,” he
said.

Alf  served as President in 1963-64. During
his time on the “Top Table” he travelled all
over to AGMs and other meetings, often
accompanied by his wife, Winnie.

He retired from the market in 1980, by which
time he was selling carpets. He continued to
attend meetings for a number of  years and
still enjoys keeping in touch with the progress
of  the federation.

And of  the future? Alf  believes that under
private ownership markets will contract and
that people need convincing that markets offer
quality goods at value for money. 

“I don't think there are the same
opportunities for people to set up in the
industry now,” he said.

A fast riser

Alf  Pether, National

President 1963 - 64,

was elected to the

National Executive at

his first attendance at

annual conference
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safeguarding the industry

TODAY the National Market Traders’ Federation is in a
position to offer its members a whole range of  special deals, as
well as the security of  full business insurance included as part
of  membership.

It also fights their corner at local, national and international
government level, keeping a careful eye on impending
legislation to assess its effect on members’ livelihoods.

Monitoring European law is particularly important, and the
federation is striving to exert influence at the earliest
opportunity in the law-making process.

The federation also feels it is important to promote markets,
to remind people what they have to offer in terms of  choice,
value for money and expert service.

That is why, in 1996, it devised and promoted Great  Br iti sh

Market  Week, the first and only national promotion of  our
markets, which was welcomed by all sides of  the industry.

By the time of  the fourth GBMW in 1999, the campaign had
generated countless column inches of  free newspaper
publicity, hundreds of  local and network radio coverage, and
several national TV features.

Great Bri ti sh Market Week has also given many operators
and traders the incentive to organise publicity-attracting events
through the rest of  the year.

The campaign’s mascot, Victor, who became a familiar sight
on markets, is pictured as he appears on promotional material,
and in real life on a Bradford market with former Coronation

Str ee t character Des Barnes, the actor Philip Middlemiss.



The federation’s
long-established
Network o f

So l ic i to rs has
grown year on
year. Members
are able to call
on around 60
firms throughout the UK to receive a half
hour’s free advice from a lawyer on any matter,
business or personal.

18

A whole range of  services

WHEN public liability cover was introduced in the
1960s as part of  the membership package it gave
federation members peace of  mind in the event of  a
third party claim being made against them.

Since then the federation’s business insurance has
been expanded to provide public and products
liability up to £5 million, employer’s liability up to
£10 million, personal accident cover of  £5,000, and
fire insurance whilst the market is open, up to a
maximum loss of  £1,500.
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Membership
includes a free
Financial  Advi ce

Line, where
experts at Pannell
Kerr Forster will
help with a whole
range of  financial
issues.

Unrivalled business insurance Financial and legal help
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Exclusive offers to members

In 1995 the federation
introduced Marketl ine, an
exclusive range of  insurances
which can make NMTF
membership free.

By taking out commercial
vehicle insurance members
receive a £25 membership
voucher.

Household buildings and
stock insurance are also offered
at attractive rates, and each comes with
a £25 membership voucher.

The Marketl ine package also includes
household contents cover and
competitive car insurance.

The federation constantly
looks at ways of  helping
its members through
money-saving deals.

For example, a scheme
negotiated with the
Automobile Association
gives discount vehicle
breakdown and recovery
cover.

Through NatWest
Streamline members are
able to accept credit cards
at a preferential
commission rate.
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reception at head office

THE start of  centenary year was celebrated
with a reception held in the old head office.

Representatives of  the four founding
branches — Sheffield, Barnsley, Wakefield
and Rotherham  were invited to attend.

It proved to be a great occasion, with
National President Russell Crawford placing
his faith in the market industry “because it’s
so important for so many people, not just
traders and operators but the millions of
people who shop on them every year”.

The late Past President Hampton Flint
made an impassioned plea to the federation to
continue to fight to protect markets and
market traders.

Pictured at the centenary reception are, left to right: Past Presidents Bill
Smith and Graham Chambers, President Russell Crawford, Past
Presidents Graham Flint and Eric Tweed, Immediate Past President Betty
Heath, the late Past President Hampton Flint, and Russell’s wife, Margaret.

annual conferenceTHE federation’s centenary conference was as
lively as ever, and the special occasion was
celebrated with even more entertainment.

A mixture of  sound business sessions and
sparkling social evenings, including the
traditional Banquet and Ball, led many to say
this had been the best ever conference.

For many years conference has been held in
Blackpool, and for a lot of  them at the Cliffs
Hotel, whose management helped us celebrate
with complimentary champagne.

Pictured are, left to right: Margaret Crawford,
Blackpool’s Mayor Coun Henry Mitchell with
his partner Wendy McEvoy, our parliamentary
adviser Llin Golding, and Russell Crawford.
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CENTENARY YEAR
parliamentary reception

MORE than 100 MPs and peers joined theMORE than 100 MPs and peers joined the

National Market Traders’ Federation for aNational Market Traders’ Federation for a

centenary parliamentary reception held atcentenary parliamentary reception held at

the Houses of  Parliament.the Houses of  Parliament.

The event was hosted by Lord Graham ofThe event was hosted by Lord Graham of

Edmonton(pictured above, right), whoEdmonton(pictured above, right), who

stepped in following the sad death of  ourstepped in following the sad death of  our

original sponsor, Lord Dean of  Beswick, ouroriginal sponsor, Lord Dean of  Beswick, our

adviser in the upper chamber.adviser in the upper chamber.

Representatives from federation branchesRepresentatives from federation branches

and members of  the National Executive usedand members of  the National Executive used

the opportunity to brief  parliamentarians onthe opportunity to brief  parliamentarians on

our policies and concerns for the industry.our policies and concerns for the industry.

Government ministers who attendedGovernment ministers who attended

included Consumer Affairs Minister Kimincluded Consumer Affairs Minister Kim

Howells.Howells.
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eCENTENARY YEAR

an international flavour

The International Markets Festival held in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, in July

AN international market held
to celebrate the federation’s
centenary attracted between
200,000 and 300,000 to
Huddersfield in West
Yorkshire.

The market was held under
the auspices of  the NMTF’s
European umbrella
organisation UECA (Union
Européenne du Commerce
Ambulant).

We had asked for the
market to be held in the UK
in 1999 to mark our special
year.

Traders from all over
Europe combined with
international street
entertainment to provide a
lively, cosmopolitan
atmosphere to the town.

The market was hosted and
organised by Kirklees
Metropolitan Council.



THE John
Carter/Harry Cross

Memorial Cup, pictured
here, is presented
annually at conference to

the person felt to have
done the most for market

traders beyond the normal
call of  duty.

Originally named the John
Carter Cup in memory of  the
well-known pitcher, it was re-
named following the death of
Past President Harry Cross
(below) in 1995.
Other awards made at
conference are the George

Bailey Shield for the branch
making the most new
members in a year; the Cyril
Rees Trophy for the branch
with the largest increase in
membership; and the
George Randle Trophy for

the best maiden speech at conference.
From time to time conference also votes to
accept an honorary life member.
In centenary year there were 10: Alf  Pether,
the late Hampton Flint, Harold Evans DFC,
Bill Knowles, Bert Perkins, Jos Harris,
Richard J Earley, Harry Nathan, Dennis
Williams and Bill Smith.

22

A caring federation
honours 

& awards
helping our fellow traders

Above: The Rev Shirley Vetters, NMTF
Chaplain, with the remembrance book.
Below left: Professor Norma Raynes, tutor
Dr Penny Francks, first grant winner
Rebecca Zeffert, and Dennis Williams,
chairman of the NMTF Benevolent Fund
Committee. Below right: Harry Cross.

THE Benevolent Fund, set up 56 years ago during the
second world war, has helped many people in times of
need.

The fund is there for the benefit of  all who genuinely
need it. 

Under the federation’s rules grants of  assistance are
made at the discretion of  the Benevolent Fund
Committee. They may take the form of  gifts or loans,
and of  lump sum or periodical payments.

The Benevolent Fund also looks after the federation’s
Book of  Remembrance, housed in a lectern at head
office and opened on the anniversary of  recorded
deaths. Relatives or friends are welcome to visit to
mark the anniversaries.

The NMTF/Harry Cross Student Grant, established
in 1996 under the auspices of  the Benevolent Fund
Committee, is awarded annually to further the studies
of  a student whose parents or parent are market
traders.

It is paid out of  the interest from a fund set up with
£500 each from the NMTF’s Benevolent Fund;
Harry’s daughter, Professor Norma Raynes; his son,
Dr Tony Raynes; and boosted by donations from
Stockport and Fairs branches.
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Above: National President
Russell Crawford lays the
foundation stone for the
new Hampton House.
Right: the completed
building.
Below from left to right,
pictured at the foundation
laying ceremony: Senior
Vice-President Mimi
Rivington; Honorary
Treasurer Sid Vigdor;
Russell Crawford; Junior
Vice-President Tony
Kennell; Immediate Past
President Betty Heath;
General Secretary Dave
Feeny.

Ready for 2000 and
beyond

THE federation’s biggest ever physical
move took place during centenary year
into a new £400,000 head office.

Again named Hampton House, and
built on the existing site, the new building
offers 50 per cent more accommodation
than the old building, which has now
been demolished.

The old premises were in great need of
extensive renovation and, had the head
office staff  remained there, an extension
would have been necessary.

Building new premises was seen as an
investment for the future. It was officially
opened on November 1st of  centenary
year by National President Russell
Crawford.

Combined with the latest computer
technology fully geared to the
requirements of  the next millennium, the
new head office gives the federation the
confidence to meet the challenges of  the
future.
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And so the federation
the European dimension

The NMTF’s involvement with its
European umbrella organisation
UECA (Union Européenne du
Commerce Ambulant) has grown
stronger over the years.

In 1995 the federation hosted a
UECA seminar at head office in
Barnsley, and two years later Past
President Bill Smith (left) was
elected President of  the
organisation.

Through the European body the
federation strives to at least monitor,
and at best influence, European
legislation which directly affects its

members.
In March of  centenary year the

federation produced a multi-media
presentation on the markets industry
for a major conference in Spain on
retailing in the urban environment.
Organised jointly by the Spanish
government and the European
Commission, it was attended by
more than 600 delegates from all the
EU member countries as well as
from the United States and
Argentina.

maintaining links with other organisations

THE importance of  working with
other organisations within the
markets industry is not overlooked by
the NMTF.

In 1995 our initiative led to  the
founding of  the Markets Industry
Consortium, a forum in which
representatives from the National
Association of  British Market
Authorities, the Institute of  Market
Officers, the Association of  Private
Market Operators and the federation
could discuss issues of  common
concern.

Unfortunately a lack of  funding and

constitutional problems led to its
demise. 

Not all was lost, however — a draft
national market shoppers’ charter
became part of  the Great British Market

Week campaign, which itself  was
monitored by a joint committee.

Operators throughout the UK have
been invited to sign up to the charter.

The federation is keen to co-operate
with any organisation if  it can lead to
improvements in the industry
generally and in the well-being of  its
members in particular.
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strengthening the federation’s backbone

communication with UK Government
The NMTF believes that monitoring
Government proposals and making
representation when necessary is essential.

Whilst sometimes communication is made
directly with the Government minister
concerned, often  it is channelled through one
of  our parliamentary advisers, who are always
on hand with helpful advice and information.

Pictured are three of  our MPs — Llin
Golding, Jim Marshall and Angela Browning.
A fourth, David Chidgey, was appointed in
centenary year.

The federation lost a close friend and
adviser, Lord Dean of  Beswick, on his death
in March 1999. Since then Lord Graham of
Edmonton has provided assistance.

Left: the late Lord Dean of Beswick. Right: Llin
Golding, Lord Graham of Edmonton, Jim
Marshall, Angela Browning

story continues

George Bingham (right), President
of Sheffield branch, one of the four
founding branches, presents a
commemorative centenary plate to
the city’s Lord Mayor, Coun Frank
White.

THE federation recognises that the branch
system is its backbone, and therefore gives
all the help it can to its branches spread
throughout the UK.

In centenary year they totalled just under
180, all run by dedicated committee
members, who cannot be thanked enough
for giving up their time to help fellow
traders.

Whilst head office supports branches
through guides which detail how to
negotiate with market operators, and how
to get the maximum publicity for their
market, they have autonomy.

Nevertheless there are times when they
need expert help, and on these occasions
the federation is happy to send the Branch

Support Officer or a Mobile Officer to deal
with any difficulty which has arisen.

When it comes to major promotions such
as Great British Market Week the branch has a
vital role to play in tailoring the event to
suit the local situation.

Generally such promotions work better
where the federation has a branch whose
officers have a good working relationship
with the operator, be it local authority or
private.

Branches are encouraged to meet
operators as frequently as possible, not
simply to recite a list of  complaints or
concerns but to talk positively about the
way ahead.



PERHAPS any look at the past is incomplete without a glimpse into the
future.

Even without the aid of  a crystal ball it can be predicted that the use of
credit cards will increase, and consequently market traders will have to be
in a position to accept them.

And that means accept them anywhere — in an indoor market hall, on
an outside stall, or in the middle of  a field or street at shows or fairs.

The federation’s exclusive credit card scheme with NatWest Streamline,
introduced in 1997, made it possible for members to accept cards at
attractive commission rates.

In centenary year the scheme took a major step forward with the
introduction of  the first truly mobile credit card terminals (right), which
have no floor limit and virtually no restrictions on where they can be used.

The major development of  the nineties, the internet, is bound to grow
even further in the next century as more and more people use e-mail as
comfortably as they make a phone call.

The federation launched its own web site — www.nmtf.co.uk — early in
1998 to give internet users the chance to learn about the federation and to
send an e-mail for information on the benefits of  membership.

Since then it has been developed to include a database of  markets,
which means that at the click of  a button visitors can find, for example, a
particular market, or all the markets listed in an area, perhaps by town or
county.

Pages from the bi-monthly Federation News are also accessible on
the web.

We will develop the web site to keep pace with 21st
century communications technology.

That the markets industry will
continue is certain, though the
federation acknowledges it could be a
leaner, but perhaps as a consequence fitter,
operation.

The NMTF will never cease its efforts to
preserve and enhance the livelihoods of  the
many thousands of  market traders who maintain
what is, after all, the oldest form of  retailing.

26

The future
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1900   C T Nicholas   Sheffield
1901   A Thorpe   Rotherham
1902   E Siswick   Wakefield
1903   F Burkinshaw   Barnsley
1904   J Holgate   Sheffield
1905   W E Ball   Rotherham
1906   D Corry   Wakefield
1907   H Wilson   Barnsley
1908   M Clayton   Sheffield
1909   J Leavesley   Rotherham
1910   J Leavesley   Rotherham
1911   E Shevloff   Sheffield
1912   F Fozzard   Wakefield
1913   A Thorpe   Rotherham
1914   A Thorpe   Rotherham
1915   H Smith   Sheffield
1916   H Smith   Sheffield
1917   J Earnshaw   Barnsley
1918   J Earnshaw   Barnsley
1919   W H Beamish   Leicester
1920   W H Beamish   Leicester
1921    J Miller Mackie   Nottingham
1922    J Miller Mackie   Nottingham
1923    J Miller Mackie   Nottingham
1924   L Fenton   Oldham
1925   L Fenton   Oldham
1926   J Beckett   Rotherham
1927   T Bamford  Stockport
1928   T Bamford  Stockport
1929   T Bamford  Stockport
1930   T Bamford  Stockport
1931   T Bamford  Stockport
1932   G H Humpreys   Middlesbrough
1933   G H Humpreys   Middlesbrough

1934   J T Mitchell   Barnsley
1935   J T Mitchell   Barnsley
1936   J F Pink   Nottingham
1937   J F Pink   Nottingham
1938   G W Cooper   Leicester
1939   F Gregson   Sheffield
1940   E Dean  Norwich
1941   E Dean  Norwich
1942   E Dean  Norwich
1943   J T Mitchell   Barnsley
1944   J T Turner   Manchester
1945   J T Turner   Manchester
1946   J T Turner   Manchester
1946   J T Mitchell   Barnsley
1947   E S Wilson   Manchester
1948   E S Wilson   Manchester
1949   C H Rees   Bradford
1950   C H Rees   Bradford
1951   A V Johnson   Leicester
1952   A V Johnson   Leicester
1953   A V Johnson   Leicester
1954   F McOwens   Leeds
1955   F McOwens   Leeds
1956   G W Bailey  Mansfield
1957   G W Bailey  Mansfield
1958   R Gaunt   Sheffield
1959   R Gaunt   Sheffield
1960   R Gaunt   Sheffield
1961   J A Lee   Leeds
1962   J A Lee   Leeds
1963   A Pether   Nottingham
1964   A Pether   Nottingham
1965   A Lindsay   Barnsley
1966   A Lindsay   Barnsley

1967   J Wilson   Leeds
1968   L Lewis   Grimsby
1969   L Lewis   Grimsby
1970   L Lewis   Grimsby
1971   H J Evans   Birmingham
1972   H J Evans   Birmingham
1973   H C Flint   Mansfield
1974   H C Flint   Mansfield
1975   H Cross   Stockport
1976   H Cross   Stockport
1976   (May & June)  Mrs F Gaunt   Sheffield
1976   H Perkins   Nottingham
1977   H Perkins   Nottingham
1978   A E Frith   Coventry
1979   A E Frith   Coventry
1980   Mrs M Troop JP  Mansfield
1981   Mrs M Troop JP  Mansfield
1982   D A Williams   Swindon
1983   D A Williams   Swindon
1984   J Burton   Mansfield
1985   J Burton   Mansfield
1986   E S Tweed   Coventry
1987   E S Tweed   Coventry
1988   W Smith   Stafford
1989   W Smith   Stafford
1990   G J Chambers   Leicester
1991   G J Chambers   Leicester
1992   G D Flint   Mansfield
1993   G D Flint   Mansfield
1994   R M Crawford   Oxford
1995   R M Crawford   Oxford
1996   Mrs B Heath   Wolverhampton
1997   Mrs B Heath   Wolverhampton
1998   R M Crawford   Oxford

The NMTF Presidents

The National Executive 1999 - 2000
President: Russell Crawford • Senior Vice-President: Mimi Rivington • Junior Vice-President: Tony Kennell 

Immediate Past President: Betty Heath • Honorary Treasurer: Sid Vigdor

Jeff Clarke (Nuneaton) • Peter Crouch (Pitsea) • Richard J Earley (Ashfield) • Rodney Grant (High Wycombe) • Joe

Harrison (Stockport) • Peter Heath (Grimsby) • Mick Maye (Doncaster) • Terry Meakin (Chesterfield) • John Pagett

(Dudley) • Ant Whiteman (Hitchin) • Lawrence Wolstenholme (Stockport) • Gordon Wood (Huddersfield)

General Secretary: Dave Feeny

We would like to thank everyone who helped in the production of this special centenary

publication.

We are indebted to the late Hampton Flint for his permission to use a selection from his

© Copyright 1999 National Market Traders’ Federation, Hampton House, Hawshaw Lane, Hoyland, Barnsley S74 0HA. All rights reserved.



The National Market Traders’ Federation was

founded in 1899 by a group of  South Yorkshire

market traders who felt the need for a collective

voice.

From those humble beginnings the federation went

from strength to strength, a century later

representing around 26,000 members, protecting

their interests at local, national and international

government level.

This publication looks at the history of  the NMTF

and where it stands today.


